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@ L andmines are cost-effective defensive weapons, given their low production and deployment costs
They effectively impede enemy advances, inflicting additional casualties and psychological pressure.
During World War I, the German army strategically laid numerous minefields along the Western Front
to impede the advancement of Allied forces. In response, the Allies developed various mechanized
demining devices, such as chain flails, steel pole-mounted hammers, explosive charges, bulldozers for
excavation, and rollers for detonation by pressure, all mounted on tanks. These innovations aimed to
enhance demining efficiency and minimize personnel casualties amidst the challenging warfare
landscape.

The T1E3 is a demining device utilizing rollers as its primary method. Its main body consists of ten metal
discs with a diameter of 244cm, a thickness of 7cm, and weighing 2 tons. These discs are arranged in
groups of five each, fixed on the left front and right front sides of the M4 tank. The tank's power propels
the roller forward, with its weight sufficient to trigger any mines in its path. By December 1944, a total of
two hundred sets of T1E3 were manufactured, all deployed on the European battlefield. Based on
feedback from field usage, two improved models were developed: one featuring a serrated leading
edge on the roller, known as the T1ES test model, and another model with a reduced roller diameter of
183cm and a serrated front edge, designated as the T1ES.

Technically, the T1E3 was an emergency device developed by the US military specifically for the
European battlefields of World War Il. However, with the entire set weighing as much as 26.76 tons and
its considerable size, its mobility and effectiveness were severely limited. Consequently, it did not
persistin the post-war arsenal listings.
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